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Service and Fundraising Ideas
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Worried about a lull in club activities or disinterest by the members in club projects??
Use these service and fundraising ideas to help solve your problem!!  
Ask your club to decide which they would most like to participate in and invite those who are most enthusiastic about the idea to help plan!

Service Projects
How to Find Projects:
Call around:
A very easy way to find service projects to call other organizations and see if they need regular help or if they have nay big events coming up that they might need volunteers for.  They may not always have large group projects but this could be a way to get a few members involved at a time.
Chamber of Commerce:
The Chamber of Commerce is often working on improving your city or town.  They may be doing fundraising for a large-scale project or building a park for the children of your community.  They are always in need of extra help and would appreciate a group such as Circle K.
Kiwanis:
Talk to your sponsoring Kiwanis Club.  They usually have some sort of project that they would love your help on.  If they don’t have a project you can always invite them to yours!










YMCA/ YWCA Childcare:
Description:
If you call your call your local YMCA/ YWCA and ask if they need help they can usually find something for your group to do.  One very important job is childcare.  While parents are in classes they often need someone to keep an eye on their children.  The YMCA usually has a room for this and can sometimes use volunteers to run things. (You can also do this during a large convention – i.e. Kiwanis DCON)
Involvement Needed:
This will depend on the job that they ask you to complete, be sure to ask!

Toys and Tales:
Description:
This is a Christmas project for the children of your community.  Your club should encourage all students on your campus to select a child.  They will then go out and buy a toy and a book for this child; the toy and book should somehow go together.  This is a national program.  Your club simply provides them with a list of names and them students go online and select the child they would like.  You can get lists of names from day cares, kindergarten classes or head start programs.
Contact Information:
More information can be found at http://toysandtales.org

Tutoring:
Description:
Tutors are always needed in schools, after school programs and juvenile detention centers.  This is a place where you can go once a week, sit down and help kids for an hour or two.  There is usually a mixture of playing and tutoring going on and it can be a lot of fun for both the kids and the volunteers.
Contact Information:
If you check with a local school or juvenile detention center they will let you know what their needs are and you can go from there in setting up regular meetings.







Community Party/ Holiday Party
Description:
This event can be held on campus or at your local YMCA.  This is something that your club can really be creative with.  Have a holiday party or a theme party of some sort and invite children from the community, along with their parents.  You can have games, crafts, cookies and snacks and lots of other fun things for them to do (Halloween Party’s are excellent).
Contact Information:
You can work on getting snacks donated from grocery stores and talk to the YMCA about using one of their rooms.  This may cost and if so you can surely use a room on your campus for free.
Involvement Needed:
Your entire club should be involved in this event!

Bingo:
Description:
A group of members can go to a nursing or retirement home and play bingo with the residents.  This can be a weekly event for residents to look forward to.
Contact Information:
You will need to contact a local nursing or retirement home.
Involvement Needed:
You will want at least five members to participate in this event.
Animal Shelter:
Description:
Your members can go to the humane society and work with the animals.  There are many jobs that you can do, such as bathe dogs, clean cages, assist visitors and play with the animals.
Contact Information:
The phone numbers for the humane society or animal shelter can be found in the phone book.
Involvement Needed:
This can be a weekly, biweekly, or monthly project for a group of 5-10 members.









Health Fair:
Description:
Hold a health fair at the student union/ center to promote healthy habits.  You can give ideas and samples of healthy snacks along with pamphlets and other information.  You could also do some physical fitness testing.
Contact Information:
You will need to talk to your student center about where you can set up your stand.
Involvement Needed:
You will need 7-10 members for this event.

Special Education Night Out:
Description:
Your club can hold a night out for all special education students from area schools or your local Aktion Club.  This can be a night out to eat and then to a movie or an activity, such as bowling.  Your club can invite them by sending out personal letters and information.  This project can be taken even further by having a gift bag for each person involved.  Local businesses can donate coupons for these bags.  (All special education students must provide their own transportation, due to liability.)
Contact Information:
You will need to contact schools for listing or students.
Involvement Needed:
You will need 10-15 members for this event.

Soup Kitchen:
Description:
The soup kitchen can always use volunteers for many different jobs.  Most importantly they need people to serve food, but they often need volunteers for secretarial and office work too.  Another project that can be done with the soup kitchen is Thanksgiving Baskets.  The kitchen can give your club the names of families in need and your club can make a basket for each family.  You will need to do some fundraising for money for the baskets.
Contact Information:
You will need to contact your local soup kitchen.
Involvement Needed:
This can be a weekly project for 3-4 members or a large project for 10-15 members and can be rotated.



Nursing Home Dance:
Description:
Your club can organize a dance at a nursing home or retirement home.  Each resident can be formally invited ahead of time and can look forward to the big event.
Contact Information:
You will need to contact a nursing home at least a month in advance.
Involvement Needed:
You will need at least 7-10 members for this event.

Parking Cars:
Description:
All sporting events at your school have parking attendants and your club can volunteer to help out.  This can also be done as a fundraiser since some schools pay their parking attendants.
Contact Information:
You will need to contact the school about who is in charge of this.
Involvement Needed:
You will need at least five members for this activity.

Pumpkin Decorating:
Description:
This is an event that can be done with the other Kiwanis family groups in your area.  Together you will decorate pumpkins for Halloween.  It saves clean up time if you just paint them.  Once the pumpkins are decorated, you can donate them to the children at a local domestic violence center or homeless shelter.
Contact Information:
Your Kiwanis Club can buy the pumpkins for your club.  Once you have a certain amount bought, you can easily get stores to donate ten or more.  The paints can be donated by a craft store or bought inexpensively at the Dollar Store.
Involvement Needed:
It is god to have at least ten members there to assist with decorating and transporting the pumpkins.








Operation Christmas Child:
Description:
Find an empty shoebox.  You can wrap it if you like, but be sure to wrap the lid separately so that it can be moved.  You will then fill the shoebox with small gifts and toys (NO TOY WEAPONS).  Some examples are school supplies, a comb or brush, clothing (like a t-shirt or socks), a book, or a flashlight.  You can include your name and address if you would like a new pen pal, but this is not required.  You must then include $5.00 with the box for shipping and handling.  Last, label the box for a girl or boy and include an age range (i.e. 3-5 years).
Contact Information:
For a brochure, official labels, and drop off information call: 1-800-353-5949 or go to www.samaritanspurse.org
Involvement Needed:
You will need 7-10 members for this project.


Fundraising Events
Spaghetti Dinner:
Description:
This is a semiformal event that includes all you can eat spaghetti, a bowl of salad, breadsticks, and a drink (may, of course, vary by club).  Once your club finds a location for this event, preferably one with a kitchen, they can begin to selling tickets around town and at school.  It is a good idea to have different prices for children and adults.  You will have people coming and going throughout the day so make sure you have a group of members to work as waiters and bussers.
Contact Information:
You can do this project with another club if you would like to cut costs.  One club can cook the food and one club can serve the food.  It is also a good idea to contact a local grocery store to assist with donations of spaghetti and sauces.  McDonald’s will sometimes help out by providing punch at events as well.  You can also go to stores such as Wal-Mart for paper product donations.
Involvement Needed:
You will need a large group to pull this off well.  A minimum of 10-15 is recommended.  Also advised to contact Kiwanians for special recipes or event more workers.

Concession Stand:
Description:
Have your club set up a concession stand in a populated area of campus before a big game or event.  You can sell hot dogs, hamburgers, brats, drinks, and whatever else you hearts desire.
Contact Information:
You can talk to grocery stores and your Kiwanis club for donations this is something that you could also invite Kiwanians to help out with.  Also, some schools have very strict rules about soliciting events so check with the school before selecting your location.
Involvement Needed:
You will probably want at least five members to help out with this.  Don’t forget the radio/ television so you can hear/ see the game.  Also, remember to ask for Kiwanis help.







Finals Baskets:
Description:
Prepare care packages that parents can purchase and have delivered to their kids right before or during finals week.  Letters should be sent out to parents with a Description of your club and what type of packages can be purchased.  It is a good idea to send these letters out at the beginning of the semester.  
Contact Information:
You will have to contact your admissions office for a list of students’ permanent addresses.
Involvement Needed:
Depending on how big your campus is you could need anywhere between 10-30 members to complete this project.  

Candy Grams:
Description:
For a Holiday or just for fun, you can sell candy grams to students.  They don’t cost much to make, but they can make a great deal of money.  Basically, you will give a piece of paper for the students to write their messages on and then you will deliver these along with the candy gram.
Involvement Needed:
You will need 5-10 people for this event on a rotating basis.  It is good principle to have booths set up at the campus cafeterias.

Bake Sale:
Description:
Everyone loves a bake sale!  Have each club member bring a baked good for your club to sell on campus.  Advertise this event at least a week in advance to increase sales.
Involvement Needed:
You will need two people to run the bake sale and you will need all members to participate in the baking.

Raffle:
Description:
Ask your student bookstore to donate a hooded sweatshirt or something along those lines (you could also ask your Kiwanis club to donate this item) and hold a raffle.  You can sell tickets for $1 each.  The price could be bigger or smaller, this is just a basic idea.
Involvement Needed:
Only one person is needed to set this up, but your entire club is needed to sell the tickets (5-10 per member at $1 = $50-100)

Flower Sale:
Description:
What is a great way to brighten someone’s day?  Send them flowers, even boys like them.  Try and get a list of all students’ home addresses from the school (or maybe in your school directory).  Send letters home to the students’ parents asking them to buy roses/ flowers for their son or daughter for the homecoming game (or big game weekend).  This can also be done for finals or holiday time.  Mark up the flowers so that you are assured a profit and buy the flowers from a wholesaler to ensure low costs.
Contact Information:
You will need to contact a wholesale flower dealer for more information about the costs.  There is always the possibility of working out some sort of deal with them.  Once they know you’ll be coming back year after year, the price should drop or stay the same.  You will be buying lots of flowers and it never hurts to ask for a discount of some sort.  If you’re sending letters home, ask Kiwanis to donate paper or even the university to give old letterhead/envelopes (remember, it never hurts to ask).
Involvement Needed:
You will need a large committee to get this done on the first try.  A few people to search for prices, a few to contact the administration and get the master list, and tons of other people to stuff and address envelops.

Rent a Circle K’er:
Description:
Rent a Circle K’er for the day to your Kiwanis club members.  You can auction off each member for a day of assisting Kiwanians with their yard work and housework.  Guidelines should be set ahead of time to ensure nothing is assumed.
Contact Information:
Your local Kiwanis Club.  You can also have Key Club take part in this with you and have a large Tri-K Club meeting.
Involvement Needed:
Your entire club should get involved with this.








Spirit Towels:
Description:
This is a great way to create school spirit and make money at the same time.  These “spirit” towels can have your school name and logo as well as Circle K’s (free advertisement for your club), or you can make your own design.  These towels can be sold door to door in dorms and at Greek units as well as at sporting events (if the university allows).  Also, make sure that this is promoted early and throughout campus!
Contact Information:
You’ll need to contact a local distributor of hand towels.  A sporting goods store is a great place to start for cheap printing.  Try to either find someone who will print for a very small or even a “Kiwanian Hook Up”.
Involvement Needed:
You will need a small group of 5-10 members to sell the towels door to door while the rest of the club works on promoting them.

Basketball Free Throw Contest:
Description:
See if your school would be willing to allow you to hold a free throw contest during or before a basketball game.  You could even put on some sort of halftime show, a dunk contest, or a 50/50 raffle.  Winners could get a free pizza or sweatshirt.
Contact Information:
You will definitely need to contact your school on this one.  You could also contact a pizza place or a store about prices.
Involvement Needed:
This would be great to have your entire club at but a group of ten people would also work as well.  Don’t forget to wear your Circle K t-shirts while selling!!!

Coupon Book:
Description:
Many Businesses and organizations put out coupon books and coupon cards each year (such as Zoo Books or Entertainment Books), and they need people to sell these for them.  Your club can sell these and receive a portion of the profits.
Contact Information:
You will need to find a business in need of help.
Involvement Needed:
Your entire club is needed for this project.
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